


TRUTH 


3 Questions 





FINDER 


Where to Look 
for Answers 


1: IS THIS SIMPLE STATEMENT TRUE? 


Objective: An accurate depiction of 
reality. 


This question is focused on finding 
whether an assertion is based on an 
observable, provable or historically 
accurate fact. 


Examples: 

* Did congress person Jones accept a 
bribe from industry lobbyist Smith? 

* Is there a direct link between chewing 
tobacco and cancer of the mouth? 


~~ 


2: WHAT ARE SOME DIFFERENT 
PERSPECTIVES ON THIS COMPLEX ISSUE? 


Objective: A deeper understanding of an 
issue. 


Sometimes the ‘truth’ is a matter of 
developing a deeper understanding of all 
the nuances and shades of grey 
surrounding an issue, then deciding what 
“truth” is for yourself. 


, PROCON orc 





Examples: 

* Are e-cigarettes dangerous? 

* Is presidential candidate X beholden to 

industry lobbyists? [Media outlet or author] : [Topic or issue] t 
* Does Obama Care reduce healthcare an a A 





costs? 
Your Own Carefully Structured Web Search: 


Ñ 5 "Source (colon) “Topic” 


3: WHO'S THE AUTHOR (PUBLISHER) 


FOR WEBSITES, ASK: 


and WHATS THEIR AGENDA (TRACK * What does the “About” page or 
RECORD)? "Contributors page say? 
* Who supports the website? (Founders, 
Objective: Consider the source! (The contributors, distributors, parent company, 
message creator s unique viewpoint § etc.) 
their credibility.) * Has the site won any awards or honors? 
If so, from whom? 
Unless you plan to do original * What do advertisers seem to think the 
research or conduct your own site's visitors want? (i.e., What unique 
interviews of experts or witnesses, points of view or content do the advertisers 
you re going to be forced to trust the seem to expect the website/ author to 
websites, authors and media people provide?) 


whose work you are consuming. 
FOR INDIVIDUAL AUTHORS OR MEDIA 


Answer these broad questions: PRODUCERS, LOOK FOR: 
* Does the content creator have a * Wikipedia biographies (Or general web 
particular agenda they are working? search for “[namel: biography’) 
* Any awards or honors attained. If so, from 

* Do they typically represent the whom? 
same constituency or political A * Reviews of the author's or producer s body 
perspective or group of advertisers? of work 

® * A history of biased, slanted or sensational 
And dig deeper with these questions: publications. 


* Membership in particular organizations. 
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